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Passages is a book for relatively advanced English 
language learners. There are two levels to Passages Second 
Edition. Level 1 starts out with high-intermediate students, 
who in theory will be low-advanced by the end of using it. 
Level 2 focuses on enhancing the students’ communicative 
abilities that result in advanced level English by the end of 
the book.
Passages is a thorough textbook intended for classroom 
use, probably at an academic institution. The full Passages 
collection includes a teacher’s manual, workbook, student 
book and audio program. These help to fully engage the 
student and cover all learning objectives; whether it is 
speaking, reading, writing, or listening comprehension this 
book has it all covered.
Passages is a course book that comes with a variety of 
activities to help upper intermediate/low advanced and 
ultimately advanced students continue developing their 
language skills. In each unit, students work on activities that 
will help them focus on all four language skills but a special 
focus is placed on communication based activities. This is a 
perfect book for large classes and self-study as well.
This book engages students through interesting units with 
different themes. In each unit students are exposed to new 
vocabulary, grammar, and writing exercises. The units also 
include sections including pair work, class activities and 
group work to be done in the classroom. In addition, the 
units usually include thought provoking assignments that 
require the student to reflect and express his/her opinion, 
rather than just giving straight answers. This makes the 
learning process a lot more interesting both for the student 
and the teacher. In fact, Passages is a great book for 
professional teachers and it is simple to follow. With such 
an all-inclusive book, prep-time can be reduced drastically. 
To be honest, the book is so well-structured that if the 
teacher hasn’t even previewed the day’s lesson, he/she will 
still be able to coast their way through class.
Liz Leigh
This short review concerns Passages 1, by Cambridge 
University Press, which I used as a textbook for College 
English upper intermediate level classes at Osaka City 
University in 2013/14. I have discovered that there are 
more positive than negative aspects when using this 
textbook. Supported by examples from Unit 5 of Passages 
1, four strengths will be outlined. These include the easy-
to-understand grammar sections, an interesting variety of 
speaking and listening activities, material which develops 
cross-cultural awareness and easy to prepare unit quizzes. 
This will then be followed by a problematic aspect, 
concerning the volume of material which, I believe, is too 
much for a 15-week course.
The first strength I will focus on is the clearly explained 
grammar sections in Lessons A and B of each unit, as well 
as the practical exercises that follow. For instance, in Unit 
5 entitled “Communication” of Lesson A on infinitive and 
gerund phrases we have the following explanation:
It  + be  + adjective/noun + infinitive phrase is often 
used to comment on behavior.
These sentences can also be restated with gerund 
phrases: 
It’s rude to ignore your conversation partner.
Ignoring your conversation partner is rude.
The word considered  may also follow be  in this kind 
of sentence.
It’s considered impolite to interrupt people. 




These sentences can also include the phrase for  + 
person/pronoun.
It’s customary for the complimenter to say nice things 
about others.
Saying nice things about others is customary for the 
complimenter.
This easy-to-understand explanation is then followed by 
a task which directs students to look again at the Starting 
Point (that is, the introductory section to each lesson), and 
to search for more sentences that connect to the grammar 
point. Then, a second task requires the students to rewrite 
the sentences. For example, using an infinitive or gerund 
phrase as shown:
1. It’s inappropriate to talk about politics at work or school.
Answer: Talking about politics at work or school is 
inappropriate.
The final task, which asks the students to compare their 
answers with a partner, encourages oral collaboration 
between classmates. 
This brings us to the second strength, which is the varied 
speaking and listening activities contained in Passages 1. 
For example, the Starting Point of Unit 5 Lesson A “Making 
Conversation”, “Types of people you might meet”, is 
followed by a pair work activity which asks : Do you know 
any people like the six types ( conversation starter, braggart, 
complimenter, wandering eye, bore, and interrupter)? In the 
same Lesson A, Part 3 is a vocabulary and speaking section 
with Task B involving group work discussion of, “How do 
you feel about these things?” “You kiss people you meet 
on the cheek”… “You stand very close to people when you 
talk to them”. Part 4 role play Task B requires group work, 
“Imagine you are at a party. Start a conversation, keep it 
going for one minute…. ”, and part 5 listening, “Listen to 
three conversations at a party”. All in all, an interesting and 
well-coordinated mixture of tasks. 
The third strength is material which develops awareness 
of other cultures. For instance, in the Unit 5, “Grammar” 
section, Task B, the students are requested to rewrite such 
sentences as “Using certain gestures is impolite in certain 
countries”and “Hugging friends when you meet them is 
customary in many cultures”. Similarly, Part 4 asks students 
to check the topics that are appropriate for small talk. They 
can choose from the following topics: Children and family, 
Current affairs, Entertainment, Health problems, Hobbies, 
Marital status, Salaries, Sports and The weather. This helps 
facilitate inter-cultural awareness. 
The final strength presented in this review, is the easy 
to prepare unit quizzes. There is a short quiz for each unit 
at the back of the teacher’s manual. The first section of 
each quiz is a listening task, the script of which matches 
the theme/content of the corresponding unit in the student 
textbook. (In the case of Unit 5, this is “Communication”). 
The other sections test the grammar and vocabulary of that 
particular unit. (For example, for Unit 5 this is infinitive 
and gerund phrases, reported speech, types of people, 
words and phrases to describe behavior and expressions for 
reported speech). The quizzes can be used as mid-term and 
final tests. For example, in a 15-week course, the quizzes 
for Units 1–3 could be administered in Week 4, (each quiz 
takes around 30 minutes to complete including reading out-
loud in pairs of the listening task tape-script), Units 4–6 
quizzes in Week 8 and a random selection of 3 unit quizzes 
from Units 7–12 in Week 15. The quiz sheets are easily 
photocopied, as are the listening task tape-scripts.
The only problematic aspect (but not a weakness) of 
Passages 1 is that there is too much material to be covered 
in a 15-week course. In fact, this textbook could be used for 
two 15-week semesters. For example, Lessons A and B of 
each unit could be covered in two classes, instead of one. 
However, the College English classes that Passages 1 was 
chosen for are meant to focus on speaking and listening 
skills. Therefore, the reading and writing sections were 
omitted. The student textbook includes an audio CD/CD-
ROM. I did not make use of the CD ROM. Nevertheless, 
I encouraged the students to research its contents as part 
of their homework. The self-study tasks for each unit 
were also assigned as homework, making use of the audio 
CD function of the disk. The answers were then checked 
together, as a class, at the beginning of the next class. 
Unfortunately, I did not make use of the Grammar Plus 
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sections at the back of the textbook but these are there to 
provide extra grammar practice when necessary. 
In conclusion, based upon my own experience of 
using Passages 1 for upper intermediate level classes, I 
can say that in terms of the presentation and practice of 
grammar points, practice of listening and speaking skills, 
development of cross-cultural awareness and the preparation 
and administration of quizzes, then this textbook is highly 
recommendable. However, due to the time constraints of a 
15-week course, in addition to the lack of wider use of the 
material available on the part of the instructor, I believe that 
Passages 1 could be made even more effective use of in 
other classroom situations.         
